Hyperthyroid Graves' disease after hemithyroidectomy for papillary carcinoma: report of three cases.
Here we report three cases of hyperthyroid Graves' disease that occurred after partial thyroidectomy for papillary carcinoma. In Case 1, the patient first developed hyperthyroidism 2 years after resection of left thyroid lobe, was treated for 2 years with antithyroid drug which was then discontinued, and relapsed with periodic paralysis after 8 years of remission. In Case 2, a hyperfunctioning remnant thyroid was noted 22 years after right hemithyroidectomy. In Case 3, where thyrotoxic symptoms became evident 7 weeks after right hemithyroidectomy, autoantibodies to thyroglobulin and thyroid microsome were positive in preoperative serum, in line with a report by others detecting these antibodies in 2 out of 3 such cases examined. Later bioassay revealed activity of thyroid stimulating antibodies in that serum, with further increase in titer in the sample taken at the clinical manifestation. Hence in Case 3, surgical stress may have altered immunological homeostasis, promoting a preclinical Graves' disease to full-blown hyperthyroidism.